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Public Space Design Guide:

Considerations for fostering community engagement.

Some essential considerations for designing effective and
aesthetically pleasing public spaces.




Introduction.

In an ever-evolving urban landscape, public spaces play a
crucial role in fostering community engagement, enhancing
user experience, and contributing to the environment. As we
navigate 2024, understanding the intricacies of public space
design is paramount for architects, planners, and local
authorities.

In this guide we explore some essential considerations for
designing effective and aesthetically pleasing public spaces,
drawing insights from industry trends and common practices.



Understanding
the Type and

Scale of Public
Space.

Public spaces vary widely, from small parks and plazas to
large civic squares and waterfronts. The type of space will
influence its design. For instance, a community park should
promote recreation and interaction, while a city plaza may
focus on hosting events.

©2024 Liqui Group Limited



"Research indicates that well-designed
public spaces can increase foot traffic
by up to 20% , demonstrating the
importance of thoughtful design in
attracting visitors. "

Research on Foot Traffic: Urban Land Institute. (2021).
The Impact of Public Spaces on Local Economic Development.



Accessibility:
A Fundamental
Principle

Accessibility is a cornerstone of public space design. It’s
essential to ensure that all individuals, regardless of age or
ability, can navigate and enjoy these spaces. This involves
creating barrier-free pathways, accessible seating, and clear
signage. The design should also consider sensory

experiences, incorporating elements that are inclusive to
individuals with visual or auditory impairments.



Landscaping

Use native plants to promote biodiversity and reduce maintenance
costs while creating visually appealing environments. Native plants can
save up to 50% in irrigation costs .

Seating

Provide diverse seating options that cater to different groups—families,
individuals, or those seeking quiet contemplation.

)

Biophilic Design

Integrating natural elements, such as greenery and water, into public
spaces not only beautifies the area but also connects users with nature.




"Over 1 billion people worldwide
experience some form of disability,
underscoring the need for
inclusive design "

(World Health Organization)



Sustainability is a key consideration in modern public space
design. Utilising eco-friendly materials, implementing efficient

M drainage systems, and promoting biodiversity through landscaping
E nVI ron menta I choices can significantly reduce the environmental impact.
[ J ([
ConSIderatlons' A report by the UN indicates that cities can reduce their

greenhouse gas emissions by 50% through effective urban
planning and public space design . Incorporating renewable
energy sources, such as solar lighting, is also a forward-thinking
approach that aligns with contemporary sustainability standards.
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Lighting plays a vital role in shaping the ambiance and functionality of
public spaces. A well-lit area is not only safer but also more inviting.
According to a study by the llluminating Engineering Society, well-
designed lighting can enhance safety perceptions by up to 30%.

Employing adaptive lighting solutions that adjust according to time of
day and season enhances user experience and promotes extended
use. Consider using LED technology for energy efficiency and
durability while also incorporating design elements that highlight
architectural features and landscaping.




Public Furniture:
Enhancing Community
Interaction

The choice of public furniture is essential in
shaping the character of a space. Benches, tables,
and trash receptacles should be both functional
and aesthetically aligned with the overall design.
Research suggests that providing a variety of
seating options can increase social interactions in
public spaces by 25% . Encourage social
interaction by providing movable furniture that can
be rearranged for various activities, fostering a
sense of community.



Construction and fit-out.

Once the design is finalised, the construction and build-out phase begins.
This stage involves turning design drawings and plans into reality. During this phase, it’s important to consider:

Specifications

Ensure your design partner has
provided all the necessary

specifications, material

selections, and design intent
drawings to the construction
team to avoid delays and errors.

Project management

A skilled project manager, often
provided by a full service agency,
spearheads the construction
project, facilitating seamless
coordination among contractors,
suppliers, and the design team.

Adherence to timelines

Construction timelines can
significantly impact your opening,
so it’s crucial to stay on schedule.

Regular check-ins with
contractors are essential to
ensure the project stays on track.
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Furniture & Joinery

Selecting and installing bespoke
furniture and joinery is vital
during construction, as they

impact the project's timeline and

aesthetic. Coordination with the
design team is essential.

Testing and inspections:

As the project nears completion,
ensure that all installations meet
local building codes and pass

required inspections. This

includes equipment, plumbing,

and fire safety checks.
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